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Question

◦ Does the shape/type of seed affect how far it will travel through the wind?



Abstract

◦ Does the shape/type of seed affect how far it will travel through the wind? The purpose of this is 

experiment is to learn more about seed dispersal. If the shape/type affects how far a seed travels through 

the wind, then the Maple seed will travel the farthest because glider like shape is more aerodynamic. 1) 

Place the fan on the ground 2 )Next to the fan put down the meter stick and place tape along the side until 

there are 10 meters of tape 3) Set up a place for the video camera to take video of the flight preferably in 

slow motion 4) Take a seed you chose and hold the seed 6 centimeters over the fan 5) Have the assistant 

turn the fan on 6) Drop the seed and turn off the fan as soon as the seed hits the ground 7 ) Take the 

marker and mark where the seed landed on the tape (make sure to say which seed landed there and which 

trial it was) 8) Measure and Graph where the seed landed. 9) Repeat the last 5 steps for each of your 5 

seeds 5 times The seed that went the farthest was the Dandelion and the seed with the shortest was the 

Marigold. My hypothesis was not supported because the Dandelion went farther than the Maple.



Hypothesis

◦ If the shape affects how far a seed will travel through the wind then 

the maple seeds will travel the farthest because it’s glider like shape 

is more aerodynamic. 



Materials

◦ Five different shaped seeds (Maple seeds, Dandelion seeds, Sunflower seeds, Marigold seeds, Chinese 

Elm Tree seeds)

◦ A fan (portable)

◦ A meter stick (make sure to measure in centimeters)

◦ Tape

◦ Marker

◦ An assistant

◦ Video Camera (if you would like to see how the seeds moved)



Procedure

◦ IN THIS ORDER!!!!!!

◦ 1) Place the fan on the ground

◦ 2 )Next to the fan put down the meter stick and place tape along the side until there are 10 meters of tape

◦ 3) Set up a place for the video camera to take video of the flight preferably in slow motion

◦ 4) Take a seed you chose and hold the seed 6 centimeters over the fan

◦ 5) Have the assistant turn the fan on

◦ 6) Drop the seed and turn off the fan as soon as the seed hits the ground

◦ 7 ) Take the marker and mark where the seed landed on the tape (make sure to say which seed landed there and 
which trial it was)

◦ 8) Measure and Graph where the seed landed

◦ 9) Repeat the last 5 steps for each of your 5 seeds 5 times 



Experimental Pictures



Results



Graph



Conclusion

◦My hypothesis was not supported because the Dandelion seed 

traveled farther than the Maple seed. This is because the Dandelion 

seed is lighter and its shape allows it to be more aerodynamic.

◦
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